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The purpose of the article is to consider, on the example of Berdyansk and Melitopol districts, Tavricheskaya
guberniya, one of the little-studied aspects of the cultural life of the Orthodox population in the 19th — early 20th
centuries, associated with church construction in their settlements. The authors set themselves the task, on specific
examples, to trace the main features and features of this process. Church building occupied a prominent place in the inner
life of local communities, as evidenced by the relevant archival materials collected in the funds of the state archive
of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. We will dwell only on some of them, relating to fund 118 of the Tavricheskaya
Spiritual Consistory, concerning the territory of the then Berdyansk and Melitopol districts, the Tavricheskaya gubernia.
A number of general scientific and disciplinary methods were used. Thus, the purpose and objectives of the study defined
the theoretical and methodological approach to knowledge of historical reality, which is based on dialectical methods
of knowledge. Results. According to the 1897 census, there were about ten Orthodox churches in the city, two Jewish
and one Karaite synagogue. Chief among them was the Ascension Cathedral Church. Its construction began in 1842 and
ended in 1848 (consecrated on May 18, 1848). The stone building of the church had a fence and a wooden bell tower
on 2 pillars. Somewhat later, in 1854, a stone bell tower was added to it, and in 1903—1904 the church building was
expanded with new additions. Among other Orthodox churches in the city, archival documents mention the Epiphany
Church (built in 1863), the Peter and Paul Church (built in 1892), the Intercession Cemetery Church (built in 1865),
and the Alexander Gymnasium Church, built in 1876 in the courtyard city gymnasium. Concluding a general review
of this issue, we can conclude that the local population and Bulgarian settlers played a rather active role in church
construction in the settlements of the Azov region of the Tavricheskaya gubernia in the post-reform period. This equally
applied to both the Bulgarian proper and the neighboring villages of the North-Western Azov region. Such construction
was carried out mainly at the expense of local communities, and local churches were not only religious centers, but often
served as primary schools.
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MerToro crarTi € po3nisia Ha npukiaai bepasHcbkoro Ta Mednitomnosnbebkoro noBiTiB TaBpilicbkoi Ty0epHii ogHOTO
3 MAJIOBHBYEHHX aCIEKTiB KyJIETYpHOT'O XHTTS ITpaBoCIaBHOTO HaceneHHs y XX —Ha nouarky XX CTOMITTS, OB’ I3aHOTO
3 IEPKOBHUM OY/[IBHUIITBOM Yy IXHIX OCEJIEHHAX. ABTOPH CTABIJISATH CBOIM 3aBIaHHIM HA KOHKPETHUX ITPUKJIAax IpoCcTe-
JKUTH OCHOBHI PUCH Ta 0COOJIHMBOCTI IBOTO Tporiecy. LlepkoBHe OyaiBHUITBO MOCiAaI0 MOMITHE MICIe Y BHYTPITHHOMY
JKUTTI MICIIEBHX T'pPOMaJI, PO IO CBiAYaTh BiAMOBIAHI apXiBHI MaTepianu, 3i0paHi y GoHmax aepKaBHOTO apXiBy ABTO-
HOMHOI Pecriy6iku Kpum. Mu 3ynMHAMOCS JIMIIIE HA JACSIKHX 13 HUX, sIKi Haiexars 10 Goumy 118 «TaBpiiicbkol ayxo-
BHOT KOHCHCTOPII», 10 CTOCYIOThCS TEPUTOPIl TOMINIHEOTO0 bepasHchkoro Ta MelniTomoabChbKoro moBitiB TaBpidChKOT
ry0OepHii. Byito BUKOpHCTaHO HU3KY 3arajbHOHAyKOBHX 1 TUCHMIUTIHAPDHUX MeTOAiB. TakMM YMHOM, METa Ta 3aBIaHHS
JOCTIDKCHHST BU3HAYIIA TEOPETHKO-METONONOTIYHIH MiAX1A 10 Mi3HAHHSA iCTOPUYHOI MiHCHOCTI, SKUH 0a3yeThcs Ha
TiaJIeKTHYIHUX METoax Ii3HaHHS. Pe3ynbTaTu gociaimxenHs. 3a nepenrcoM 1897 poky B MicTi Oyno ONMH3BKO AeCSTH
MPaBOCIIaBHUX IIEPKOB, JBi €BPEHCHKI Ta OHA KapaiMcbka cuHarora. [ omoBHOIO cepen HuX Oyna Bo3Hecencbka cobopHa
nepksa. Ii OyiBHUITBO posnodanocs B 1842 poui i 3akinunnocs B 1848 poui (ocssiueno 18 tpasns 1848 poky). Kam’sna
OyniBiIsl LIEPKBU MaJia OTOPOXY Ta AepeB’siHy A3BIHMIO Ha 2 croBnax. Jlewro mizHime, y 1854 p., no nei npuOynyBanu
KaM’siHy 13BiHHIIO, a B 1903—1904 pp. OyxiBiro EpKBH pO3MIMPHIN HOBUMH IprOyaoBaMu. Ceper iHINX MpaBOCIaBHUX
LIEPKOB MICTa B apXiBHHX JOKyMEHTax 3ranyeTbesi borosiBieHcbka nepksa (1863 p.), [lerponasniBebka nepksa (1892 p.),
[oxpoBcrka mBuHTapHA IepkBa (1865 p.), OnexcangpiBchka riMHA3is 1876 p. 3aBepiIyroun 3araibHUI OIS IBOTO
MIUTaHHSI, MK MOXKEMO 3pOOUTH BUCHOBOK IIPO JJOCUTH aKTUBHY POJIb MiCLIEBOTO HACEJICHHS Ta OOITrapChKUX MEPECcENCH-
IiB y HepKOBHOMY OyIiBHUITBI y nocenenHsx [IpuasoBcbkoro periony TaBpiiickkoi ry0OepHii y mopedopmenuit nepion.
Ie omHaKOBO CTOCYBAIOCH K BiacHe 0OIrapCchKuX, 1 cyciaHix i3 Humu cenuil [TiBaiuno-3axignoro I1pua3or’s. [Toaioue
OyIiBHHUIITBO BEJIOCS TOJIOBHIM YHMHOM 33 PaXyHOK MiCHIEBHX I'POMaJI, a MicILIeBl LIEpPKBH OyJIN HE JIMIIIE PeIIiriiHUMH eH-
TpamH, aJjie i 4acTO BUKOHYBAJIH (YHKIIi HOYATKOBUX LK.

Kurouosi ciioBa: OyniBHUIITBO, OONTapchKi MOCeNeHHs, apXiBHUK (oHI, TaBpiiichka ryOepHis.

1. Introduction set themselves the task, on specific examples, to trace
In modern conditions of the development of his- the main features and features of this process.
torical science, the study of issues related to regional Church building occupied a prominent place in

history is of great importance. Among them is the his-  the inner life of local communities, as evidenced by
tory of the south of modern Ukraine. Until now, most  the relevant archival materials collected in the funds
of the scientific research on this topic has focused on  of the state archive of the Autonomous Republic
the socio-economic development of this region. At  of Crimea. We will dwell only on some of them, relat-
the same time, there are still enough “white spots” ingto fund 118 of the Tavricheskaya Spiritual Consis-
in the study of issues related to the cultural life of its  tory, concerning the territory of the then Berdyansk
population. This, in our opinion, determines the gen-  and Melitopol districts, the Tavricheskaya guberniya.
eral relevance of the chosen topic.
The purpose of the article is to consider, on 2. Territorial boundaries of the research

the example of Berdyansk and Melitopol districts, The Tavricheskaya guberniya itself was created in
Tavricheskaya guberniya, one of the little-studied 1802 as a result of a general territorial and adminis-
aspects of the cultural life of the Orthodox popula- trative reform of the tsarist government, which deter-
tion in the 19th — early 20th centuries, associated with  mined the boundaries of the three provinces of South-
church construction in their settlements. The authors  ern Ukraine, which existed without any changes until
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1917. Initially, it consisted of 7 separate counties:
Simferopol, Perekop, Dnieper, Evpatoria, Melitopol,
Tmutarakan and Feodosia (Ka0Oy3an, 1969: 272-291).

Somewhat later, in 1842, in connection with
the division of the Melitopol uyezd, another uyezd
of the Tavricheskaya guberniya arose — Berdyansk
(Bepuep, 1889: 7). According to the modern territor-
ial-administrative division, the territory of the Mel-
itopol and Berdyansk districts fit within the bound-
aries of most of the modern Zaporizhzhia and eastern
Kherson regions.

The main center of the Melitopol district, the city
of Melitopol, received its name and city status in
1842. Prior to that, a settlement called Kiziyar or
Novoaleksandrovka was located in its place. In
1834, Novoaleksandrovka was located on both sides
ofthe Kiziyarskayabeam and included 297 courtyards.
In the village there was a wooden church in the name
of Alexander Nevsky, there were 6 shops and 2 drink-
ing houses. Since 1821, fairs have been held three
times a year: on the week of Christ’s Sunday, on June
29 on the day of the Apostles Peter and Paul, and on
the day of St. Nicholas in December. Trade at fairs was
carried out primarily in cattle, silk and paper goods.

According to archival data, back in 1830, the cath-
edral church of Alexander Nevsky was consecrated in
it, built at the expense of parishioners. It had a stone
bottom and a wooden top. The church did not have
a bell tower, and the bells themselves hung on spe-
cial beams. The church building was surrounded by
a stone fence with wooden bars (IAAPK, ®. 118.
Om 1. Cmpasa 5945: 1-2).

Somewhat later, with the acquisition of the city
status of Melitopol and the main center of a large
district, it became necessary to build a more monu-
mental church building in the city. In 1899,
the already existing city cathedral church of Alex-
ander Nevsky was rebuilt in the form of a large
stone building with an iron-covered bell tower. On
the territory of the church there was a one-story
house made of baked bricks; a gatehouse, a church
candle shop, an outbuilding and a mud-brick shed.
According to the same data, in 1910 the local mer-
chant I.M. Cherednichenko built a house for religious
and moral readings near the church fence, which was
also the property of the church. Part of the church
land was leased for 2.100 rubles a year. The church
had a church school, where at that time 138 boys
and 6 girls were studying (JIAAPK, @. 118. Om 1.
CmpaBa 6399: 94-96).

3. Information of the main archival funds

The data of the mentioned archival fund inform
about the existence of Orthodox churches and other
settlements of the Melitopol district. In particu-
lar, in the village of Tambovka (the modern village
of Tambovka, Melitopol district) in 1904, a stone
church of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John
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the Theologian was built. She opened a school where
40 local children (30 boys and 10 girls) studied
(JAAPK, @. 118. Omn 1. Cnpasa 6399: 151).

A similar school was also opened in the village
of Fedorovka, Melitopol district (the modern village
of Fedorovka, Melitopol district) at St. Basil’s Church,
built in 1857, which was attended by 50 boys and 10
girls (JIAAPK, @. 118. Om 1. Cmpasa 6399: 185).

We have similar information for many other
settlements of the Melitopol district. So, in 1859,
in the village of Semenovka (the modern village
of Semenovka, Melitopol region), the stone Arch-
angel-Mikhailovskaya Church was built by local
believers (JIAAPK, ®@. 118. On 1. Cnpasa 6399: 124).

In 1862, at the expense of the parishioners of St.
Troitskoye (modern village of Troitskoye, Melitopol
region), a church was erected from baked bricks on
a stone foundation named after the Life-Giving Trin-
ity (UAAPK, @. 118. On 1. Cnpasa 6399: 167).

In 1867, in one of the oldest villages of the county,
the village of Terpenye (the modern village of Ter-
penye, Melitopol district), the Church of the Inter-
cession was built at the expense of local parishioners
(JAAPK, @. 118. Omn 1. Cnpasa 6399: 155).

A similar situation can be traced at this time in
the territory of the neighboring Berdyansk district.
The main administrative center of the county, the city
of Berdyansk, became a city in 1835. It was one
of the most important port centers of the grain trade
on the Sea of Azov.

According to the 1897 census, there were about
ten Orthodox churches in the city, two Jewish and one
Karaite synagogue. Chief among them was the Ascen-
sion Cathedral Church. Its construction began in 1842
and ended in 1848 (consecrated on May 18, 1848). The
stone building of the church had a fence and a wooden
bell tower on 2 pillars. Somewhat later, in 1854,
a stone bell tower was added to it, and in 1903-1904
the church building was expanded with new additions
(IAAPK. @. 118. On 1. Cnpasa 5978: 1).

Among other Orthodox churches in the city,
archival documents mention the Epiphany Church
(built in 1863), the Peter and Paul Church (built in
1892), the Intercession Cemetery Church (built in
1865), and the Alexander Gymnasium Church, built
in 1876 in the courtyard city gymnasium (JJAAPK,
®. 118. Omn 1. Cmpaga 6396: 68).

In 1868, in the city of Nogaisk, Berdyansk district
(modern Primorsk, Berdyansk region), the Church
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was
erected. Its construction was carried out at the expense
of the money of the townspeople and the funds allo-
cated by the Holy Synod. The building of the church
was a brick building on a stone foundation with a bell
tower surrounded by a stone fence with a wooden lat-
tice. The church had a church library with 70 titles
of books and 170 volumes (JJAAPK, ®. 118. Om 1.
Cmpaga 6396: 2).
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Similar sources of funding were also used in
the construction of the Church of the Holy Trinity
in the village of Petrovka, Berdyansk district (mod-
ern Novopetrovka, Berdyansk region). It was built
in 1865 at the expense of parishioners and money
from the treasury (500 rubles). Its clergy consisted
of 2 people (a priest and a psalm reader), there
was a library of 19 titles of books and 30 volumes,
and since 1879, a zemstvo school was located here
(IAAPK, @. 118. Om 1. Cupasa 6210: 23).

The placement of zemstvo schools at churches
was not uncommon for that time. Similar exam-
ples, in particular, are mentioned for the village
of Orlovka, Berdyansk district (the modern village
of Orlovka, Berdyansk district), where since 1877
the local zemstvo school was located on the territory
of the rural church of the Archangel Michael, built
in 1869 (JAAPK, ®. 118. On 1. Cnpasa 6210: 35).

A similar situation was observed in the village
of Novoalekseevka, Berdyansk district (the modern
village of Novoalekseevka, Berdyansk district), in
the local church in the name of St. Alexei the Won-
derworker, Metropolitan of Moscow and All Russia.
It was built in 1845 at the expense of parishioners.
A zemstvo school was also opened here, where,
according to the data of 1910, 87 boys and 10 girls
studied (JAAPK, ®@. 118. On 1. Cnpasa 6210: 41).

Among other similar cases, we can mention
the village of Stepanovka, Berdyansk district
(modern Stepanovka Pervaya, Melitopol district),
where at the Church of the Intercession of the Holy
Mother of God at the expense of parishioners in
1886) since 1876 a zemstvo school was also opened
(IAAPK, @. 118. Om 1. Cupasa 6210: 97).

Some churches were built at the expense of pri-
vate individuals. So, in the village of Obitochnoye,
Berdyansk district, a stone church of the Holy Trin-
ity was built by the local landowner Count Orlov-
Denisov. According to the documents of that time,
she had a church library with 170 titles of books
and 205 volumes; as well as a church school, where
60 boys and 18 girls studied (IAAPK, ®. 118. Om 1.
Cmpasa 6450: 11-12).

A prominent place in this process was occupied by
the Bulgarian colonists. Their first settlements appear
on the territory of the Berdyansk district in the 1860s.
So, in one of the documents of the mentioned fund,
under the title “Clear statements for the Deanery
of the Ist part of the Nogai district, Berdyansk dis-
trict for 1895”, mentions the participation of Bul-
garian colonists in the construction in the second
half of the 19th century of churches in the villages
of Annovka and Girsovka, Berdyansk district (mod-
ern villages Annovka and Girsovka, Melitopol dis-
trict, Zaporizhzhya region). According to these data,
in the village of Annovka in 1870, a stone church of St.
Nicholas was built at the expense of local parishion-
ers (consecrated on January 19, 1871). Somewhat
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later, in 1889, the local church of St. Elijah was
erected by the inhabitants of the village of Girsovka
(JAAPK, @. 118. On 1. Cmpasa 6450: 79, 81).

The same document also mentions one of the earli-
est Bulgarian villages in this region — Inzovka, which
arose in 1861, on the right bank of the Lozovatka
River, on the site of the Nogai settlement of Orman-
chi (the modern village of Inzovka, Berdyansk dis-
trict, Zaporizhzhya region). The village was named
after General I.N. Inzov — chief trustee and chair-
man of the committee in the affairs of the Bulgar-
ian colonists. According to these data, in 1892,
at the expense of the local community, the Church
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was
erected in the village (consecrated on November
14, 1893). The building of the church and the bell
tower were built of burnt bricks and had a wooden
fence. The church had a church library with 21 titles
of books and 77 volumes. Since 1877, the zemstvo
school was also located here (JIAAPK, ®@. 118. Om 1.
Cupasa 6210: 29).

Among other Bulgarian villages, this docu-
ment also contains the name of the modern village
of Manuilovka, Berdyansk region. In 1871, the church
of St. Nicholas of Myrmikiy was built by the local
community in the village (consecrated on March 20,
1871). The building of the church was built of stone
with a wooden top, a stone fence. The church library
consisted of 25 book titles and 47 volumes. According
to archival data of 1895, the church building housed
a zemstvo school, where 53 boys and 17 girls studied
(JAAPK, @. 118. On 1. Cmpasa 6210: 49).

Part of the information from this archival source
concerns one of the largest centers of the Bulgarian
diaspora in the Azov region — the village of Preslav
(the modern village of Preslav, Berdyansk region).
It was founded by Bulgarian settlers in 1860
at the mouth of the Obitochnaya River, 1.5 km from
the Sea of Azov, on the site of the abandoned Nogai
village of Shekla. The Azov colony immediately
received a high nominal status — it was named Preslav
in honor of the old capital of Bulgaria. In confirm-
ation of this capital status, in 1870 Preslav became
the center of administration of the Bulgarian col-
onial district. In 1869, the Church of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary was built on the territory
of the colony. Its official consecration took place on
December 12, 1869.

According to archival documents, the church
building and the church bell tower were built of stone.
The church territory had a stone fence with gaps
made of tiles. The composition of the clergy consisted
of 3 people (priest, deacon, psalmist). The church had
a church library, which consisted of 61 titles of books
and 178 volumes. Since 1984, a parochial school has
been opened with her. According to the data of 1895,
74 boys and 54 girls studied here (JAAPK, ®. 118.
Omn 1. Cnpasa 6210: 17).



In case No. 6396 “Vedomosti about churches
and forms of ministers of the church of Berdyansk
district for 1910” the participation of Bulgarian
immigrants in the construction of the church named
after St. Prince Alexander Nevsky in the modern vil-
lage of Vyacheslavka, Berdyansk region is also men-
tioned. According to these data, since 1869 it became
active (TAAPK, @. 118. On 1. Cmpasa 6399: 139).

The same source reports on the construction
in 1870 by the Bulgarian colonists of the Church
of the Holy Trinity in the modern village of Rayn-
ovka, Berdyansk region (consecrated in January
1871). The building of the church and the fence were
wooden, the bell tower was located separately on 4
stone pillars. The document noted the general dilapi-
dated condition of these buildings. As in other simi-
lar cases, the church had a church library of 46 book
titles and 139 volumes. Since 1876, a zemstvo school
has been located here, where, according to the data
of 1895, 42 boys and 3 girls studied (JJAAPK, ®. 118.
On 1. Cupasa 6210: 85).

Archival file No. 6399 entitled “Cler’s list 1
of the Berdyansk district for 1910” contains infor-
mation about the participation of Bulgarian set-
tlers, along with other ethnic groups of the local
population, in the construction of rural churches in
the modern villages of Gyunovka and Elizavetovka,
Berdyansk region. In Gyunovka the local village
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church of Alexander Nevsky was built in 1886.
According to archival documents, the church build-
ing was built of stone and covered with iron. The
Church of the Blessed Virgin in the village of Eliza-
vetovka has been operating since 1899. It was built
of brick with a separate bell tower on 4 wooden pil-
lars (IAAPK, @. 118. Om 1. Cnpasa 6399: 42, 52).

4. Conclusions

Finally, file No. 6450 entitled ‘“Vedomosti
about churches and forms of church ministers in
the Berdyansk district for 1911 contains a brief
mention of the construction in 1903 by Bulgarian
settlers of the Intercession Church in the village
of Nelgovka, Berdyansk district (modern village
of Nelgovka, Berdyansk district) (JAAPK, @. 118.
Om 1. Cupasa 6450: 84).

Concluding a general review of this issue, we
can conclude that the local population and Bul-
garian settlers played a rather active role in church
construction in the settlements of the Azov region
of the Taurida province in the post-reform per-
iod. This equally applied to both the Bulgarian
proper and the neighboring villages of the North-
Western Azov region. Such construction was car-
ried out mainly at the expense of local communities,
and local churches were not only religious centers,
but often served as primary schools.
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